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Maury Out on the Town 
by George Blackmon 

We are already a few weeks into 2015. However. Maury students, parents and teach-

ers ended 2014 with some notable appearances around Washington, DC. 

On the first Saturday in December, members of the Running Club went to the  

Tenleytown area and participated in the Janney 5K run. They made a great showing 

in this event. 

Thursday, December 11th saw the Geoplunge team compete in the annual  

Geoplunge tournament held at 

the National Museum of Art.  

The event focused on students’ 

knowledge of states and their 

capitals, flowers, sizes and  

populations. 

Lastly, Monday, December 15th 

showcased Ms. Sparrow's 4th 

graders’ projects done through 

the Architectures in the Schools 

program. The reception took 

place downtown at the  

Architecture Center. During the 

event, several students shared 

their experiences in working  

with the architects. 

What great things will happen in 2015? Can't wait to see. 

Architecture designs by Ms. Sparrow’s 4th graders 

http://www.mauryelementary.com
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Maury Ski Club Trip 
by Robert 'Mecki' Pohl 

Very early on Thursday, January 22, members of Maury's 4th and 5th grades, a handful of parents, and Ms. Cooper and 
Ms. Bomba, went on this year's first school ski trip. Although it was a bit foggy in D.C. as we left, the weather cleared 
up as we neared Liberty Mountain, and it ended up being a beautiful day on the slopes. 

After getting fitted for boots, skis, and – most importantly – helmets, the students started out with a lesson, and then – 
after lunch – had the opportunity to ski down the mountains on their own. 

It was a great day to be outside, and Liberty made sure everyone had a fun – and safe – time. The next ski trip will be 
on February 3, and the final one, which will also be the DCIAA Alpine Skiing Championship, will be shortly thereafter. 

Thanks to everyone who made this possible, and looking forward to many more Maury ski days. 

Return to Feb. 2015 Table of Contents 

Members of the Maury Ski Club arrive at  

Liberty Mountain 

Olivia protects her friend Hazel from a  

rampaging paparazzo 

Ramel, Clara, and Ben waiting for the lift Ian shows his speed 
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Maury's Recycling Program 
by Asst. Principal Ayinde Spradley 

Students at Maury Elementary are making a difference and 
working to preserve the earth! 

Maury launched its recycling program on December 9, 
2014. During lunch students finish their meals and dispose 
of their trash by placing it in its appropriate container.  
Students dispose of their milk and juice in buckets. They 
place their empty milk cartons, utensils and other plastic 
items in the waste container. They place all food in the 
compose container and lastly place their trays on a cart to 
be recycled. 

Maury's students have demonstrated such great interest in recycling, we will be launching our first recycling club in a 
few weeks. Stay tuned! 

Roots of Empathy: Watching Our Babies Develop 
by Norah Rabiah, Instructional Coach 

“When is Baby Lucia coming?” and “When is Baby Joan’s next visit?” are frequently heard when I walk into a fourth 
grade classroom at Maury. 

Our baby visits are one of the most anticipated events in our 
school. During each theme in our Roots of Empathy curriculum, 
our “tiny teachers” visit to teach us about our feelings, how to 
take care of one another and child development. 

During their last visits, both Baby Lucia and Baby Joan almost 
rolled over on the rug and the students gasped in anticipation! 
This was a huge developmental milestone for the students to  
witness (in comparison with two months ago when the babies 
were lying quietly on their backs). 

In addition to the baby visits, our fourth graders have been  
debating whether cloth diapers or disposable diapers are the way 
to go (Theme 3: Caring for the Baby). They have also been  
studying pictures of children’s faces to practice reading facial  
expressions and body language to determine one’s feelings 
(Theme 4: Feelings and Emotions). 

As our “tiny teachers” continue to develop, our theme studies will dig more deeply into topics like communication and 
safety. 
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Baby Lucia carefully studies her toy as students 

watch to observe her reactions 
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Spelling Bee and Mathademics! Updates 
by Ms. Rabiah, Instructional Coach  

We held our Schoolwide Spelling Bee last week and boy, was it tough! Our spellers made it to 27 rounds! Wow! Here 
are the final results: 

Schoolwide Bee:  
 1st Place - Kingston Stephen  
 2nd Place - Ethan Williams  
 3rd Place - Clara Schoell  

Moving on to the Cluster Bee (takes place on Feb. 26 at  
Logan Montessori for 4-5th graders only):  
 Ethan Williams  
 Clara Schoell  
 Martin Michaels  

Moving on to the DC3 Spelling Bee (to be held in late Spring at  
West EC):  
 3rd Graders - Kingston Stephen and Owen Stamper  
 4th Graders - Ethan Williams and Kevin Anderson  
 5th Graders - Clara Schoell and Martin Michaels  
 
Congratulations to all of our spellers! We are so proud of them! 

We are also preparing to launch our annual Math competition at Maury called 
Mathademics! This highly competitive, yet highly fun, program works like this: 
 

 All 3-5th graders are encouraged to try out by taking a timed math test that 
includes a variety of math concepts (including multiplication, division,  
geometry, fractions, etc.) 

 The top 25 students will be placed into 5 teams of 5 students led by a 
coach/staff member 

 Teams will practice multiple times each week during the school day and  
students will have homework 

 Teams will complete against one another in a timed math competition 
 
Important Dates to Remember: 
 

 February 11 - Tryouts in Ms. Fitz's Room at 12:05 pm 
 April 9 - Mathademics! Competition 

 
Please let Ms. Fitzpatrick (jennifer.fitzpatrick@dc.gov) or myself (norah.rabiah@dc.gov) know if you have any  
questions.  
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Teacher Professional Development at Maury 
By Norah Rabiah, Instructional Coach 

Whether we are learning how to plan and prepare for a new unit of study or studying how to teach fractions using  
manipulatives, Maury teachers are constantly engaged in professional development. Here are a few examples of how 
our teachers have been working hard to try on new work in our school: 

 Ms. Battle, Ms. Vick and Ms. Fitzpatrick recently visited Ross ES and 
Smothers ES with a group of teachers from the DC3 Collaborative to 
study guided reading practices. The teachers observed their colleagues 
leading small group instruction that was tailored to the individual  
students’ reading levels and necessary skills.  

 Ms. Fitzpatrick and Ms. Fox led professional development sessions for 
teachers from the nine DC3 Collaborative schools on our last profession-
al development day in December. Ms. Fitzpatrick is teaching others how 
to plan short and long-term math projects to challenge students who 
demonstrate advanced skills in math. Ms. Fox is facilitating teachers in 
developing a word study program in their classrooms, including how to 
assess students and organize the logistics of a word study program. 

 Ms. Duckett and Ms. Rabiah recently presented the work that the fourth grade team has done around reading 
responses to the Cluster 5 principals and superintendent. In an effort to improve our student writing, the fourth 
grade team has developed a detailed rubric outlining what students should include when writing about their 
reading. Students are allowed to revise their work after evaluating their own writing using the rubric.  
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Upcoming Events 
Feb. 6 A Journey Through Time- A Celebration of African American  

History: Workshops for students (am) 

Feb. 10 Open House (time is 9:00-9:45 class visits Q&A 9:45 to 10:15) 

Feb. 9-12 ANET Interim Testing Grades 3-4-5 

Feb. 12 Maury Loves Disco – 6pm 

Feb. 13 No school for students – Prof. Dev. for staff 

Feb. 16 President's Day Holiday – No school 

Feb. 18 Whole School Morning Meeting 9:05am 

Feb. 17-18 APTT Parents Meetings – Grades 2 and 4 

Feb. 19 PTA meeting 6pm 

Feb. 23 Parent Teacher Conf. Day – no school for students 

Feb. 26 PARCC info Night for parents (grades 3-4-5 but all are welcome) 

Feb. 27 Black History Program- Class performances 9:30-10:30 

http://www.mauryelementary.com
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 School Spelling Bee.  The first bee will be tomorrow (Friday) morning at 9:15am for  
grades 3-5 in classrooms -- winners compete as a school in the multi-purpose room.   
Parents are welcome.  2nd Graders are invited to watch.  Winners (2 from each grade) will 
compete against other DC3 schools.  Top 5th Graders will compete in the citywide bee in 
the spring. 

 

 A Journey Through Time.  We will have two programs to celebrate black history month in 
February.  The first will be A Journey Through Time, a daytime event on 2/6 which will 
celebrate African American artists, authors and leaders at a number of stations hosted by 
staff and parent volunteers.  On 2/2 there will be a Black History Program put on by the 
kids during the day beginning at 9:30am -- parents are welcome. 

 

 All School Morning Meeting Update.  Two classes share, sing songs etc.  The next meeting 
is Wednesday at 9:05am -- parents welcome. 

 

 Keyboarding Skills.  We are haven't been able to fit in time to teach kids typing/
keyboarding skills -- if parents could work on that with kids at home that would be a huge 
help.  We tested 4th grade -- kids who wrote 2-3 pages on composition paper, only wrote  
2-3 sentences when they were asked to type which is really problematic for testing. 

 

 Supplies.  We are starting classroom supplies earlier this year.  Teachers will be  
revising supply lists for next year and we hope to have it ready for orders in March  
-- you  can order as early as you want, but you don't want to order late (if you order out 
of the window, than shipping isn't free).  Classroom supplies are shipped straight to your 
child's class over the summer.  If you'd prefer -- you can still get the lists and go 
shopping yourself.   

 

 PWP:  Proving What's Possible.  We received a grant last year from Chancellor for fun  
programs.  We need volunteers to help organize.  One of the programs we'll be taking  
advantage of is Kennedy Center performances.  We'll have buses (for up to 50 people) for  
6 trips to the Kennedy Center free of charge.  Email CAG if you are interested in helping 
out.  We are putting together other programs with Joy of Motion and we'll be upgrading our 
sound system on the theatre, and getting outdoor speakers, etc. 

 

MauryElementary.com 

Principal’s Report 
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 Budget.  It's already time to work on the budget -- with new mayor we're not sure how the 
timing will work.  We never know what the budget will be until we get it.   

 
○ Enrollment.  Due to space, our enrollment can't grow any more.  We should have 

enough students for two 5th grade classes next year.  We exceeded our projection 
which is good for budgeting.  We will be holding a meeting for prek 4 families in 
the next month to talk about class size concerns in kindergarten.  There is a big 
decision to be made because DCPS will actually give us a budget for a third  
kindergarten classroom, but for the last couple years we have been voting on this 
and asking for an exemption so that we can fund think tank/ science.  Ms Vick and 
Ms Battle will be at the morning meeting, there will also be an evening meeting.  
Current Kindergarten parents are welcome to join to talk about your experiences, 
positive or negative.  We currently have 2 spots that opened up in prek4, but we 
asked DCPS that we not fill these spots since we currently do not have any students 
on the prek4 waitlist who are either inbounds or siblings – its only 2 spots, but 
it will help with kindergarten size next year. 

 
○ DCPS will host meetings about the budget at the middle schools -- info will be  

coming home in Tuesday folders. 
 
○ Renovations.  The reno is definitely Not going to happen this summer -- but we need 

to mobilize now to get it done in 2016.  If we can get the renovation, we can get 
enrollment up to 400 and we will no longer be considered a small school (ie if we 
have 399 kids, we lose hundreds of thousands of dollars in funding compared to if 
we have 400).  This will eliminate the extremely large kindergarten classrooms. 

 

 Literacy Donation.  Our Librarian, Adam Roach's family made a 30K donation directly to the 
literacy lab.  This is particularly exciting because we've had a hard time funding some of 
our literacy initiatives since we lost title I.   

 

 Think Tank Expo date changed to April 28th. 

Fundraising Committee:  Franny Decker volunteered to chair the fundraising committee.  While she 
is new to school fundraising, she's a professional fundraiser by occupation. 
 
Maury At The Market:   We've already gotten some great auction items from new donors.  We'd love 
to get some more volunteers to collect items and/or sponsorships.  We'll put sponsorship forms up 
on the listserver.  The top three solicitors will receive 2 free tickets to the event!  We need 
to get this stuff early for cataloguing and for the printed program.  Start thinking about class 
items.   
 
Ashoka Changemaker Update:  We've formed a parenting changemaker discussion group -- 8 parents 
were trained last year.  We'll be starting that up again this year.  Hopefully these skills will 
pass on to our children to become changemakers.  We are working on how to tie all of our empathy 
initiatives together. 

MauryElementary.com 

Principal’s Report (continued) 

Return to Feb. 2015 Table of Contents 

Announcements 

Jan. 15, 2015 PTA Minutes page 2 of 3 

http://www.mauryelementary.com


8 

We are going back to a 5 person executive board.  Chantese is stepping down from the board. 
 
During our annual audit, we uncovered some financial irregularities.  We've been fortunate 
to get a non-profit, Raffa, to do a forensic audit pro bono.  There is also an MPD  
investigation.  We are taking it very seriously and proceeding in accordance with our  
bylaws, but don’t want to say anything unsubstantiated until the investigations conclude. 
 
Our current balance is over $125K and no PTA programs are affected.  We want to be as  
transparent as possible with this membership and hopefully will have a lot more facts to  
report in February. 

Elsa Huxley, Emily Paterson, Jessica Gardner, Adam Hais, JR Ford, Principal Albert-Garvey, 
Diane Douglas, George Blackmon, Amy Weedon, Joe Weedon, Vanessa Ford, Heather Schoell,  
Franny Decker, Becky McGeehan, Jennifer Hayes, Christopher Porche, Lela Lee, Beth Dougherty, 
Adina Wadsworth, Susan Wall, Antoni J Evans, Chantese Alston, Melissa Ho, Bennett Lerner, 
Sandrine Enoya, Amber Grove, Rebecca Trautmann, Sarah Rozensky Alcorn, Brian Alcorn,  
Justin Brookman, Maish Smaw, Jim Roberts, Linda Samuel, Amanda Mentzer, Chris McIntire,  
Anne Fletcher, Contessa Riggs, Bridget Hankin, Shannon Warren, Ayeola Brodie, Max Kieba, 
Heather Bonome, Shawn Johnson, Matthew O'Hara. 

2/19/2014 6:00 PM, Maury Multipurpose Room 
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